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GOV. ALFONSO V. UMALI, JR. 
Oriental Mindoro 

Governor’s message

Allow me first to extend my warmest greetings and sincerest congratulations to 
all the officers and members of the Puerto Galera Yacht Club (PGYC) on your 
25th Anniversary Celebration. 

This is one of the opportune times to recognize the vital contribution that your Club 
has given to the local community, particularly to the young people, whom you have 
been catering through the Small Boat Program and Sailing Training Courses which the 
Club has initiated since 2003. From the mere four (4) small dinghies, it now has 24 
training dinghies that already helped and trained more than 400 young sailors not only 
from Puerto Galera but also the underprivileged and disabled children from Manila and 
other school groups. 

The PGYC’s Small Boat Program and other sailing courses have provided the 
environment for our youth to develop their competitive spirit and acquire the discipline, 
attitude and skills that will help them to “level up” their performance in all their efforts. 
I am confident that through these engaging activities, the young may go on to lead 
rewarding lives and contribute to the development of their communities and families. 

The Provincial Government of Oriental Mindoro, 
on one hand, is currently studying plans for the 

development of similar youth programs and the 
promotion of water sports throughout all of Oriental 
Mindoro. And PGYC’s initiative is one that we fully 
support and look forward to working more closely 

within the future. 

I hope that with our partnership we can 
build a healthy adolescent growth that 
will play a vital role in building a resilient 
foundation for our province’s economic 
and social growth. 

Again, congratulations and 
mabuhay po tayong lahat! 
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I remember my first visit to Puerto Galera vividly. It was December, 2012 
and as we came through Manila Channel into this magnificentl bay, 
surrounded by beaches, coves and palm trees with colourful bancas all 

over the harbor, I was very impressed. Disembarking I saw the PGYC sign 
on Muelle Pier and took the service boat across the bay, ordered a cold 
San Mig or two and decided there and then that Puerto Galera was to be 
my new home. 

My first regatta at PGYC was 2013 Easter Regatta, Jurgen 
Langemeier invited me aboard Aragorn and I spent the day amongst 
the PGYC celebrities, Russ Hughes, Mal Morrison, John Hyndman and of 
course Skipper/Owner Gundolf Ahrens. From that moment I was hooked 
and applied for membership. Tony Stephens was Commodore when I 
joined PGYC, I still laugh at Tony’s Friday night address where he would announce that we are a club of 
111 members from 33 countries, then the following Friday he would announce that we are a club of 33 
members from 111 countries.

I appreciate that we are not the first sailors to enjoy the safe haven that Puerto Galera offers. The 
indigenous Mangyans, crews from the Hindu, Chinese and Muslim ships plying the ancient Martime Silk 
Road, and the fabled Spanish treasure galleons and support vessels all sheltered here, and like us many 
stayed.

It has been my great pleasure to be Commodore of Puerto Galera Yacht Club in this 25th 
Anniversary year. I love the camaraderie of the Club, its members and meeting the many visitors and 
cruising yachties who drop by. It’s not all cold beer and G&Ts though. The Board and staff work very hard 
to keep the fun times rolling and the Club’s activities and finances on track. The Small Boat Program 
goes from strength to strength, with more visitors, school and youth groups participating each year, 
and more than 40 local youngsters are active in our regular Saturday sailing sessions. We now have 
two keelboats in our sail training fleet, the 30 foot sloop GII and the classic 1929 8-metre yacht, Anthea, 
kindly made available by owner and Board member John Quirk.

Our three annual regattas attract a large number of visiting yachts and the All Souls Regatta is 
now the largest of its kind in the Philippines and one of the largest in Southeast Asia. The PGYC is a 
very active sailing club with regular events organized among members and visitors, and the recently 
introduced cruising rallies to other exotic islands within a few days sail are proving very popular.

We could not do this without the diligent work of our Marine Ops team, led by Mike Tucker, who keep 
our moorings, service boats and equipment maintained and updated. Equally, the work our Board 
members have contributed over the past 25 years, liaising with the local community, organising events 
and regattas, fund raising, expanding the Club facilities and keeping our F&B competitive and up to 
standard.

Special thanks this year go to Patricia Healy for her efforts working with our Club Manager and staff 
to move into our new offices and upgrade our admin systems, to Ron” Fitz” Ftizpatrick for his herculean 
efforts with F&B and maintenance, and to Jurgen Langmeier for managing the construction of those 
new offices, our clubhouse expansion, new dining area, lounge and bar.

I must also thank our sponsors and members, without their generous donations and support, we 
would not be where we are today. Last, but by no means least, I must thank our Club Manger, Alma 
Bunquin and the PGYC staff, without whom none of this would be possible.

Robert “Bob” Johnson
Commodore

25 years and counting…
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PGYC - The Early Days 
1980s - 1994
Alan Burrell, Russ Hughes, Terry Duckham

In the “early days”, that is pre-
1980s, Puerto Galera used to be 
unbelievably far from anywhere 

and everywhere. Only a few 
visitors ventured there, put off by 
the daunting logistics of a typically 
three to six hour drive to Batangas 
Pier down the old “National Road”, 
wending the way through legions 
of towns, tricycles and jeepneys 
and seemingly endless main-
street barangay fiestas and 
multiple funeral processions in the 
many poblacions en route, all of 
which especially favored weekends 
to gridlock traffic. This was 
followed by a two hour trip on the 
old wooden passenger and cargo 
“AC ferry”. This left Batangas once 
daily at some indeterminate time 
after noon and returned the next 
morning, departing from Puerto 
Galera sometime between 8 and 

9AM – making weekend visits to 
PG almost impossible. 

Private fishing bancas, all quite 
small and under 10m in length, 
could be rented by the brave and/
or foolhardy, but calm seas and 
sunny skies were a prerequisite… 
and then there were private 
yachts and fast craft owned by 
the very few who had built rest 
houses on the deserted and quite 
wonderfully pristine beaches of 
Puerto Galera. 

In the early 1980s, another 
group of intrepid and younger 
sailors, including the likes of Gerry 
Lane, Stan Hilker, Ed Poste and 
Alan Burrell, pioneered another 
a transportation solution using 
Hobie cats. These were trailed 
after work on Friday evenings, 
firstly to Makati’s erstwhile Prince 
of Wales pub to ‘fuel up’ with 

multiple libations, then continue 
the tow to the east side of 
Batangas Bay where the masts 
were erected, cars and trailers 
parked, and Hobies launched to 
set sail across the Verde Island 
Passage to Puerto Galera. Safety 
equipment usually comprised a 
bottle of Glenfiddich or Jameson 
(depending on crew nationality). 
Over the years, many legendary 
and hairy crossings were made; 
one boat lost its rudders (the 
rudders had no lower pins and 
fell off during one of the many 
capsizes and still somewhere at 
the bottom of the Verde Island 
passage), while the boat itself 
got wrecked on Verde island. The 
crew hitched a ride from a passing 
freighter, and ended up in Cebu.

As the 1980s passed and the 
1990s came upon us, Puerto 
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Galera steadily became more 
accessible from Manila, until it 
became a mere three to four 
hours from Manila (on a good 
day). It wasn’t Asian tectonic 
plate movements, but because 
of decades overdue work on 
dual highways and the start of 
the construction of toll roads to 
Batangas, combined with regularly 
scheduled larger and faster ferries, 
albiet almost all old or locally 
made, which transformed Puerto 
Galera into an accessible and 
rapidly developing resort area 
and one of the finest sports diving 
destination in the Philippines.

Our intrepid sailors also 
progressed with the times and 

had become active members of 
the Manila Yacht Club, trading up 
to larger keelboats and began 
initiating overnight, full-moon 
yacht races from Manila Yacht 
Club to Puerto Galera (see the Roll 
of Honour on page??). Inshore 
races and local cruises were 
organized and the yachts left 
anchored in Puerto Galera Bay in 
the care of their respective boat 
boys, while the owners and crews 
returned overland to Manila to 
return in the following weekends.

These sailors and their yachts 
formed the core of what was to 
become the Puerto Galera Yacht 
Club (PGYC). Led by Don Jones 
and Alan Burrell, in collaboration 

with group of local residents 
and cruising yachties, who had 
begun making Puerto Galera’s 
natural harbour their base in 
the Philippines, the PGYC was 
informally created in late 1990 at 
a meeting hosted by Leno Garcia, 
our first PGYC Commodore, at 
his Sandbar Resort on Boquete 
Beach. Present were Don Jones, 
Alan Burell, David Socash, Fredrick 
Von Pallandt and Gunter Leiter. 
The Club was later formally 
incorporated and registered in 
1991. 

For some years the PGYC 
base of operations was at Leno 
Garcia’s restaurant on Boquete 
Beach. Regattas and most 
social functions were held there, 
although in the end-of-regatta 
parties were held around multiple 
beaches close to the pre-selected 
race finish lines – often Encenada 
and White Beach, and sometimes 
at Guidxo and Rosemary Kalaw’s 
house across Puerto Galera’s 
bay from Boquete, with the 
entertainment provided by Guido’s 
jazz band. Regatta parties were 
always impromptu and swimming 
was usually combined with beach 
BBQs and revelry. The regatta 
trophies were diverse; including 
paddles and lanterns for the last 
yachts to finish; pliers, screwdrivers 
and hammers for yachts which 
sustained damage or engine 
failure; and other stuff bought 
from local hardware shops. On one 
notable occasion, Don Jones got 

Opposite page: Aerial view of Muelle Pier and 

the PGYC moorings, 1994

Left top: The recently completed PGYC 

clubhouse during its official opening during 

the Christmas Regatta 1994. Familiar faces 

include Nigel Hodge and Charlie Romig.

Left below: Charlie Romig, Dave Socash, 

Eleno Garcia and guest at the opening of the 

clubhouse in December, 1994.
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his own life-ring back as a trophy. 
It had been washed over the side 
of his yacht Enamorado during a 
race, picked by a pursuing yacht, 
and ceremoniously awarded to 
him at the prize-giving.

The PGYC had built its 
membership to 69 members by 
1992 and accepted its first 13 Life 
Members who paid 50,000 pesos 
for the privilege. Among these 
were such luminaries as Andres 
Soriano III, Jamie Zobel de Ayala 
and, of course, Count Fredrick Von 
Pallandt.

Then along came Charlie 
Romig and the Century Properties 
Moorings development.

Charlie, a yachtie himself and 
owner of the ageing steel 35’ 
ketch, Amihan, negotiated a very 
generous arrangement with the 
fledgling PGYC. The Club had 
recently purchased a small piece 
of land from Leno Garcia with a 
tiny one-metre water access, but 
enough to build a pier and provide 
service boat and dingy access to 
Muelle Pier and yachts moored 
in the bay. Fortuitously, Century 

Properties had purchased 2.4 
hectares of adjacent land for the 
development of an up-market 
time-share, but with no water 
access to the bay.

The essence of the deal was 
that in return for assistance with 
construction of a clubhouse, 
water and power access, the 
future owners of The Mooring’s 
condominiums would receive 
complimentary Club membership 
and be able to avail themselves 
of the facilities and the service 
boat to Muelle Pier. In return PGYC 
members would have access to 
The Moorings car park, tennis 
courts and swimming pool. The 
arrangement still stands today, 
despite the fact that only but only 
three condominiums were sold. 
Century Properties subsequently 
sold the development to another 
developer, who sold off the 
undeveloped land and operated 
condominiums as resort rentals. 
Today, the majority of the 
condominiums belong to PGYC 
members.

Top photo from left: Dave Socash, Fredrick van 

Pallant, Leno Garcia, Gunter Leiter, Alan Burell and 

Don Jones..

Left below: Muelle pier with bancas and the AC ferry 

(far right), 1992. 

Right clockwise from top: The PGYC moorings seen 

from Muelle pier, 1993; PGYC Clubhouse and jetty; 

1994. Don Jones at the helm of Enamorado. Banca 

transportation of the day, 1993; Cruising off Long 

Beach in the late 1990s; White Beach 1994; Sailing 

bancas were a common sight in the 80s and 90s; 

Fun in the sun off Encenada Beach, 1988; “Postcard 

Beach”, now Fridays, Manila Channel, Puerto Galera, 

1989; The interim PGYC clubhouse located opposite 

the Last Trip Funeral Parlor, with Dave Socash and 

Terry Duckham, 1992.
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Manila to Puerto Galera 
Full Moon Race Roll of Honour 

Enamorado – Don Jones
Rags – Alan Burrell

Sandoway – Suzie Burrell
Viking Express – Ingemar 

Larson
Mercano – Azelio Biano

Salina – Dick Morris
Vivaldi – Doni Altura 

Lethal Weapon – Bobby 
Benares

Raparee – David McKenna
The Judge – Dirk van Straalen

Fast Exit – Richard Eyre & 
Richard Simpson

It took almost two years for the 
new clubhouse to be built and in 
that time the pier was constructed 
and the first moorings laid. Century 
Properties contributed almost 
USD80,000 to the construction 
of the clubhouse and PGYC had 
raised another USD250,000 
“seed” money, a portion of which 
went to the purchase of the land, 
generously donated by 10 of 
the original founding members, 
sometimes known as the funding 
members.

While the new clubhouse 
was being built the club spent a 
short period of time in temporary 
quarters in a restaurant located in 
town and run by then Commodore, 
Dave Socash. It was best known 
for it location opposite the Last Trip 
funeral parlor. 

The regattas continued to grow 
and the first PGYC Easter Regatta 
was launched in 1991, to be 
followed by another two regattas 
in that year, including what was 
to become the regular Christmas 
Regatta. This was the first year 
that a small group of Hong Kong 
yachts participating in the South 
China Sea Race organized a 
breakaway race to Puerto Galera 
and joined the PGYC Easter 
Regatta. 

Finally the new Clubhouse was 
officially opened on December 30, 
1994, to coincide with the start 
of that year’s Christmas Regatta, 
and the Puerto Galera Yacht Club, 
as we know it today, was open 
for business with some exciting 
and some equally difficult years 
ahead. 

Top: passengers arriving through the Manila Channel 

aboard the SiKat  ferry in the early 1990s.

Left: The Puerto Galera anchored off  Talipanan, just after 

Peter Stitt had bought it form Bob Hinson, in 1992.

Above: Dick Morris’ Salina, one of the PGYC’s founding 

fleet, is still a regular at the PGYC regattas.
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PGYC - The formative years,  
1995 – 2010 
Terry Duckham and Martyn Willes

While 1994 saw the 
opening of the PGYC’s 
clubhouse and 

permanent home adjacent to The 
Moorings, it was  also the year 
that saw the Club start a long-
standing tradition that set the 
foundation of the PGYC’s Small 
Boat Program, when the PGYC 
and Kawanis Club sponsored 40 
under privileged children to a day’s 
sailing, watersports activities and 
a beach BBQ. Thank you Charlie 
Roming and Carl Broqvist.

Olaf Tomforde took over the 
helm as Commodore in 1995 and 
continued through 1996. Past 
Commodore David Socash took 
over as concessionaire to run the 
F&B at the clubhouse, which he 
continued to do for five years from 
1995 to 2000. Martin Strutt was 
elected Commodore in 1997 and 
1998, but the 1997 Asian financial 
crisis took its toll and membership 

dropped sharply in 1997 and 1998. 
It also took its toll on the Club 
finances, with 1.2 million pesos 
being “misplaced” by a local bank 
in 1997. Some of those funds were 
subsequently recovered.

Danding Taylor had been 
elected Commodore in 1999 and 
again in 2000 and steered the 
Club out of the doldrums of the 
late 1990s and towards the much 
brighter New Millennium. By 2000 
the membership and regatta 
attendance had recovered and 
membership had grown to 114 with 
more than 20 moorings occupied. 

The year 2000 was a turning 
point for the Club. It was the end of 
an era with Dave Socash leaving 
and taking a position as Marine 
Manager at the Maya Maya Yacht 
Club in Nasugbu. Terry and Mary 
Iverson, newly arrived on their 
yacht Valahala, took over the 
F&B to popular acclaim and the 

Top:Dirk van Straalen’s Judge, overall 

winner of the 2005 All Souls Regatta.

Above: The new Round Table 10 “Lawin” 

fleet compete in the inaugural SBP 

regatta in 2005.
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Dick Morris’ Salina  leads Alan 

Burell’s Sandoway to a close 

finish during the All Souls 

Regatta 2007.

Opposite page: 

The 1999 Board of Directors 

- Michael Bjornback, Gundolf 

Arhens, Rolf Bieri, Jurgen 

Langenmeier, Bud Homes,  

Samantha Butterfield, 

Danding Taylor (Commodore), 

Brian Levinge.

Bottom: The three 

Commodores - Russ Hughes, 

Jurgen Langenmeier and Olaf 

Tomforde.

combination of new menu and 
new members had the clubhouse 
buzzing. The Friday Night BBQ was 
introduced and it was  the year of 
the big PGYC Millenium Party at 
Boquette, an event that brought 
the club members together and 
had them looking expectantly, if 
somewhat fuzzily, at better things 
to come in 2001.

Olaf Tomforde picked up the 
helm again as Commodore in 2001 
and the big events of the year 
being the celebration if the 10th 
anniversary of the Easter Regatta 
and the launch of a PGYC website 
to let the world know about it.

The year 2002 was dubbed 
the “Year of Controls” by the 
incoming Commodore Russ 
Hughes. The Board focused on 
the long overdue revamping of the 
financial management system and 
developing, and implementing, 
controls to monitor all aspects of 
the Club’s operations. It proved to 
be a mammoth task, but not an 
impossible one.

The Club’s finances were put 
back on a sound footing and the 
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“ We are a sailing club. It is 
important that we create and 
sustain a centre of sailing activity 
in Puerto Galera. This will add 
to membership value, develop 
stronger binds with our community 
and promote club-based activities 
on weekends and possibly mid-
week,” Charlie wrote in his end-of- 
year- report.

“ Our solution is the Small Boat 
Program. This will include sail 
training, racing and day sailing for 
our members, guests and the local 
youth... It is time to create a sailing 
program. This will lead to more 
active members and a good reason 
to join and support our club.”

Mike Tucker took over as 

Commodore in 2004 and 
continued to upgrade Marine 
Ops and importantly, implement 
the groundwork that Charlie and 
the previous Board had done to 
create the Small Boat Program. 
Four “Lawin” dinghies were custom 
built to PGYC specifications based 
on an enhanced Mirror dinghy 
design by local carpenter and 
boat builder, “Luming” Fetizanan. 
Luming has since supervised the 
building of more than 20 “Lawin” 
dinghies, our small fleet of service 
boats and proved himself to be a 
valuable asset to both resident and 
visiting yachts in need of repair and 
maintenance.

Special thanks to the sponsors 

F&B problems which had been 
plaguing the Club since Dave 
Socash’s departure, were resolved 
through the continued efforts of 
Harald Bredow, Carl Mierchoffer 
and Grace Cadaver. Most 
importantly, Danding Taylor was 
able to break through the previous 
bureaucratic “logjam” to secure a 
50-year lease for the Club.

So, despite a drop in tourism, 
visiting yachts and membership, 
the Club entered 2003 in much 
better shape than it would have 
been able to otherwise.

Charlie Romig was elected 
Commodore and initiated 
a membership drive and 
promotional campaign, as only a 
good old marketing boy could do. 
A club magazine, Cruiser News, 
was launched, the website given a 
make-over (thank you Bernd Keller 
and Martyn Willes), the number 
of reciprocal clubs increased, and  
membership back up to 115. 

It was the year that Marine Ops 
was created under the leadership 
of Mike Tucker and saw the 
maintenance and management of 
the moorings put in order and on 
a sound financial footing. Regular 
inspections and maintenance 
schedules were implemented for 
the moorings, the pier, pontoon, 
service boats and all things marine.

It was also the year that 12 
of our resident yachts left for 
extended cruising, something 
that one would expect cruisers to 
do, but which left the a number 
of moorings empty, far too many 
empty seats around the clubhouse 
bar and not enough yachts to 
participate in the Easter Regatta. 
The solution was to move forward 
with the Small Boat Program.
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of those first four “Lawin” dinghies 
– Jardine Schindler, Steel 
Foundations Philippines, DHL 
Danzas Air and Ocean and Hyde 
Sails. 

The small Boat Program was 
launched and the local youth 
enthusiastically inducted into the 
sail training courses - the PGYC 
had just made a landmark step 
forward (see page 26 for the 
detailed SBP history).

The PGYC overall sailing 
program also made a significant 
step forward in 2004. The All Souls 
Regatta was successfully launched 
and it was the first year the Club 
held its now three annual regattas, 

the Easter Regatta, All Souls 
Regatta and Christmas Regatta.  
Saturday sailing and weekend 
cruises were also back.

Cruiser News was upgraded 
to a new full colour glossy format 
with the Asiapix design team of 
Terry Duckham and Aira Fernando, 
joining Martyn Willes, Carl 
Boqvist and Nick Spence. Joseph 
Wandeler reorganized F&B 
operations, trained kitchen staff, 
updated the kitchen equipment 
and created a new menu, and the 
PGYC Email News was launched.

The year 2005 was another 
pivotal year for the Club.

Jurgen Langenmeier stepped 
in as Commodore and was to 
serve two terms through to the 
end of 2006. The Small Boat 
Program received a massive boost 
of over US$30,000 in sponsorship 
from individual members, the 
lion’s share being contributed by 
recently joined member Phil “Unc” 

Williams. This was enough to build 
another six “Lawin” dinghies, hire 
both a full-time sailing instructor 
and Donna Penman as the 
coordinator of a combined sailing 
and adventure sports program, 
start a SBP scholarship scheme, 
and build a SBP workshop and 
manager’s quarters. The Small 
Boat Program was on its way!

Work continued upgrading the 
moorings, jetty, floating pontoon 
and hardstand. Small boat 
moorings were laid off the pier 
and Jurgen managed to secure 
an additional 300 sq. meters of 
water frontage adjacent to the 
PGYC property. 

Then to top off a great year, 
Puerto Galera was declared the 
“The Most Beautiful Bay in the 
World 2005” by the Paris-based 
Les Plus Belles Baies Du Monde 
(The Most Beautiful Bays in the 
World) club, and joined the elite 
group of Bays around the world 
recognized by this award. There 
are now 48 Bays recognized by 
this award worldwide, each is 
evaluated each year to ensure 
that they meet the standards and 
criteria.

All of this came together 
towards the end of the year and 
was celebrated at the All Souls 
Regatta 2005 with the inaugural 
SBP Regatta being run alongside 
the keelboat regatta. Terry 

Left: Commodore Bill Moore 

congratulates Ray Odoveza on Karakoa’s 

win in the IRC division, ASR 2007.

Above left: The ASR 2007 party boat 

contender, Jeremy Simpson’s Shibumi.

Above: Cocobolo leads Purpose Driven 

to sail past Bonito Island into the Verde 

Island Passage.
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Duckham and Alan Nash, owner of 
El Galleon and Asia Divers, teamed 
up to organized the second 
Puerto Galera Jazz Festival to 
run concurrently as part of the All 
Souls Regatta. This culminated in 
a magnificent celebration of music 
and camaraderie held under the 
stars at the Sandbar Resort, where 
the Small Boat Regatta was taking 
place - the PGYC clubhouse being 
too small to house the almost 500 
souls who attended.  To make sure 
nobody missed the fun, the team 
from ABS CBN’s popular “Sports 
Unlimited” television show turned 
up to not only cover the event, 
but also to participate as crew 
on Alan Burrell’s Rags, finishing a 
very respectable 8th overall from 
a fleet of 24 yachts - the largest 
fleet to have participated in a 
PGYC regatta at that time.

The plans put in place in 2005 
became reality in 2006 with 
the launch of the PGYC Youth 
Adventure Program in April, in 
which 22 students from the British 
School took part. The SBP trained 
93 local youths, the best of whom 
went onto compete in Small Boat 
Regattas in Subic Bay, Puerto 
Princessa and Puerto Galera, and 
returned with 1st and 2nd place 
trophies. “Wet Wednesday’s” - a 
fun sail for adults in the “Lawin” 
dinghies ending in lunch or a BBQ 
- proved to be very popular; a 

PGYC webcam was installed on 
the pier to share views of “One 
of the Most Beautiful Bays in the 
World” on the worldwide web; 
and, “Cruiser News” was awarded 
the  “Most Outstanding Cruiser 
Guide Magazine” in the Philippine 
Marketing Excellence Awards 
– thank you Martyn Willes and 
Asiapix Studios.

Super Typhoon Durian swept 
through the Philippines in early 
December, 2006, and 2007 
opened with little damage to 
the clubhouse and none to the 
moorings,  but quite a few yachts 
in various states of repair. The 
“Lawin” dinghies hadn’t suffered 
much damage from the typhoon, 
but they had been worked hard all 
year and were in need of a serious 
refit and overhaul. Peter Stevens, 
the recently elected Commodore, 
approached the Hong Kong 
Charity  “Round Table 10” and they 
generously donated US$21,000 to 

replace, refit and upgrade the SBP 
fleet.

Extensions to the Bodega were 
completed and Donna Penman 
continued assisting with F&B 
operations, as well as coordinating 
the Small Boat Program.  It was a 
quiet, but steady year, ending with 
positive gains overall.

The following year, 2008, Peter 
was re-elected Commodore. The 
Club filled with local youngsters 
every Saturday, on their way to 
spirited sailing sessions off the 
beach at Boquete, and filled up 
again on most Wednesdays during 
the high season (November to 
May), with adults doing much the 

Left: Jun Avecilla ‘s Purpose Driven up 

close and personal.

Above: Raft-up party off Haligi Beach 

after the finish of the inaugural ASR 

2004.

Right: Captain Lukas’ Kalayaan was 

always a serious contender.
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same thing in the SBP dinghies... just 
a little further afield and offshore. 
The clubhouse amenities were 
upgraded with hot showers installed 
in the changing room and toilets, 
and the grass verge downstairs 
made over into a Petanque court 
for the PGYC’s newly strong French 
contingent led by Board member 
Michele Bigot.

Following his diligent work 
fine-tuning the PGYC’s Pursuit 
Racing handicapping system, to 
the acclaim of most, if not all, Bill 
Moore was elected Commodore 

in 2009. The Small 
Boat Program 
patronage 
continued to grow, 
but was still very 
much dependent 
on donations, a 
Laser and Hobie 
14 were added to 
the SBP fleet and, 
under a generous 
arrangement with 
the Garcia family, 
the dinghies were 
moved to Boquete 
for more convenient 
access to the water. 
Both the Easter 
and Christmas 
Regattas were a big 

success, but the All 
Souls Regatta was blown out by a 
typhoon passing through the day 
before. The regatta was still held, 
but over two days instead of three, 
with a much-reduced fleet. The 
sailing was wet and wild for those 
hardy souls who participated. 

Bill Moore continued as 
Commodore for a second term 
in 2010. Revenues, profits and 
membership were up, as were 
the growing number of reciprocal 
clubs. Tony Stephens, our first 
professional CPA to take over 

as Treasurer, modernised our 
accounting procedures.  Our 
regatta attendance was at an all 
time high – 11 yachts competing 
in the Easter Regatta, 26 in the 
All Souls Regatta and 8 in the 
Christmas Regatta. 

The Small Boat Program 
was given another boost with 
the Round Table 10 stepping up 
again and donating US$20,000 
to buy and import 10 Olympic-
class Optimist sailing dinghies. 
Two of our SBP sailors entered our 
scholarship program and attended 
college in Manila, while training 
and sailing with the Philippine 
Sailing Association. Repairs 
to the clubhouse and facilities 
were completed, the moorings 
underwent extensive upgrades 
and F&B operations, under Donna 
Penman, showed a profit for the 
second year in a row.

It was a very good year.

Top: Alan and Suzie Burrell driving Rags 

to a win at the President’s Cup , Subic 

Bay, in 1997.

Middle: “Family” and friends enjoy a 

relaxed Saturday sail off the Puerto 

Galera coastline.

Below from left: Yachts off Long Beach 

during the ASR 2015. China Rose under 

spinnaker from Chicken Feather Island. 

The ABS CBN Sports Unlimited crew 

aboard Rags, during the filming of the 

ASR 2005.
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Moving Forward 
2011-2016
Terry Duckham, Peter Stevens, John Hydman, and Tony Stephens

The last five years were not without their challenges, but have been ones of a 
steady growth for the Club. 

If anyone had any doubts about 
the effectiveness of the Small 
Boat Program these were 

spectacularly laid to rest when our 
two SBP scholarship students, Don 
Jhon Cabarles (DJ) and Gabriel 
Fetizanan joined the Philippine 
Sailing Association team to 
compete in the 14th World Mirror 
Class World Championships held 
at Albany, Western Australia, in 
January, 2011. This was the real 

thing with the boys competing 
against more than 60 experienced 
crews from Ireland, the UK, South 
Africa and Australia.

After three days of some great 
racing the event was eventually 
taken by the Irish, with the Phillipine 
team in a wonderful 2nd place 
ahead of the Brits, South Africans 
and Australians, in that order. DJ 
and Gambi finished 21st overall, 
2nd in the Youth Division (beaten 

only by the Brit crew who came 
3rd overall) and 1st by a mile in the 
Silver Fleet, with a nett score of 281 
points from 13 races, a whopping 
36 points ahead of the 2nd place 
Silver Fleet (Ireland).

Our SBP crew, Gambi and Richly 
Magsanay, joined the Philippine 
Sailing Association team again for 
the 2013 World championships 
in Ireland, this time placing 8th 
overall, with the PSA team placing 

The Olympic-class Optimist fleet 

racing off Boquete during the 2012 

SBP Regatta.
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5th overall against a much larger 
fleet of 100 experienced crews.

Needless to say interest in the 
SBP spiked and Peter Stevens, 
ably assisted by Anatoli Dmitriev 
and Rob Belcher, had their hands 
full with some 40 enthusiastic 
youngsters all highly motivated and 
keen to emulate DJ and Gambi’s 
achievements. 

It was a good year for sailing. 
The Easter, All Souls and Christmas 
regattas enjoyed good winds, blue 
skies, strong entry lists and the 
usual round of great parties. The 
Club’s F&B went from strength to 
strength under Donna Penman’s 
management, attracting more than 
the usual number of visitor’s and 
guests for what Commodore Mal 
Morrison described, “ as arguably 
the best restaurant in Puerto 
Galera”.

Tony Stephens continued sorting 
the Club’s books and finances into 
a manageable condition and was 
elected Commodore in 2012 for 
his efforts. Tony was to serve three 
consecutive terms to 2014 and 
under his watch the Club moved 
steadily forward. Then SBP got 

another important boost in the 
form of the 30 foot sloop Guinevere 
II  (GII), sourced from Malaysia by 
Peter Stevens, delivered by Neil 
Antrum and John Carruthers, 
and generously paid for by an 
anonymous donation.

GII added another dimension 
to the SBP and provided a vessel 
for our young sailing students to 
graduate to keelboat sailing. It 
also offered visitors, guests and 
members the opportunity to enjoy 
half-day and full-day cruises as 
well as advanced sail training. The 
SBP students demonstrated their 
appreciation by soundly trashing 
the rest of the fleet to take overall 

honours in the 2012 All Souls 
Regatta, to much muttering about 
the need to review GII’s handicap.

GII wasn’t the only boost the 
SBP received in 2012. John Quirk 
donated an additional US$20,000 
to the program ensuring the 
continued development and 
upgrade of equipment and 
facilities. 

A 4th Regatta, The Chinese 
New Year Regatta, was added to 
the regatta program, a gantry was 
fitted to the new mooring barge 
and the moorings upgrade and 
inspections continued under Mike 
Tucker, Goran Rudelius and Colin 
McLean. Colin also pitched in to 

Left: The new John Risdel Memorial Bar. 

Below: The Clubhouse extension and new 

offices.

Right: Selma Star and Serenity I vie for 

position at the finish line, off Haligi Beach 

Far Right: The 2016 Easter Regatta fleet 

heading  home from Verde Island.



PUERTO GALERA YACHT CLUB 25TH ANNIVERSARY 2016 17

MOVING FORWARD

assist Peter with the running of 
SBP and, in particular, the move 
back from Boquete to a new SBP 
boathouse constructed on the 
waterfront on the PGYC grounds 
in 2013

Membership continued to grow 
reaching 150 by the end of 2013. 
Mooring occupancy remained 
consistently high into 2014 and 
plans were made to add additional 
moorings in Daluran and to 
upgrade two moorings in Muelle to 
accommodate yachts longer than 
50 feet. 

By 2015 the Club’ sailing 
activities had grown to such 
proportions that a Sailing 
Committee was formed under the 
new Commodore, John Hyndman. 
The committee was made of 
Russ Hughes, Trish Healy, Tony 
Stephens, Alan Solley and Ron 
Fitzpatrick. TThe All Souls Regatta 
promised the largest fleet ever 

with 30 yachts entered, and 
was now regularly hosting 
the largest fleet of any 

contemporary regatta held in the 
Philippines. The SBP annual regatta 
held the weekend before the ASR 
also saw an increase in numbers 
to more than 40 competitors.

Eight of our resident yachts 
joined the first of what will be 
regular rally cruises of four to 
five days to nearby islands in 
the Philippine archipelago. The 
inaugural rally cruise was to 
Marinduque, a round trip of some 
100 nautical miles. A second 
longer rally to Romblon was held 
in May, 2016, to coincide with the 
Romblon Yacht Club’s 3 Island 
Challenge Regatta, to allow the 
PGYC yachts to compete.

A new Club Manager, Alma 
Bunquin, took over in 2015 just 
in time to supervise the Kitchen 
upgrade, clubhouse extensions 
and the construction of a new 
office. Alma had been with the Club 
since 2011, working with Donna 
Penman, in both the office and 

helping the F&B staff when the 
club held special events. She has 
worked closely with Director Ron 
Fitzpatrick to improve the F&B 
service and organize staffing to 
better accommodate the extended 
facilities.

The Clubhouse is now more 
than double its original size, with 
a new, carefully positioned, bigger 
and better bar, to be known 
as the John Risdel Memorial 
Bar, that allows for more dining 
covers, as well as plenty of room 
for the very popular pool table. A 
reading and TV lounge has also 
been added and a new office 
constructed downstairs, allowing 
the old office to be converted into 
the SBP training room and office…. 
and all in time for the PGYC 25th 
Anniversary celebrations to be held 
concurrently with this year’s Royal 
Cargo All Souls Regatta. A very 
big thank you to all the members, 
in particular John Quirk and 
Jurgen Langenmeier, who have 
contributed time and money to 
make this happen.  
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The PGYC Regattas 
– sailing is more fun 
in the Philippines
Martyn Willes

During Easter 1991, a few months after it was established, the Puerto Galera 
Yacht Club organized its first official sailing regatta. 

The intent was to offer a 
somewhat lighthearted 
alternative to the frequently 

serious sailing competition that 
was then available in Manila at 
the Manila Yacht Club. Simply 
known as the “Easter Regatta” 
the first event was a resounding 
success; it did not hurt that one 
of the founding members of the 
yacht club – Andres Soriano III 
– was a significant shareholder 
in San Miguel Corporation and 
was able to conjure up some 
San Miguel beer to lubricate the 
evenings’ festivities. Significantly, 
it also provided an introduction for 
Manila sailors to the magnificent 
sailing opportunities that the Verde 
Island Passage, off Puerto Galera, 
could offer when compared to the 
frequently fluky breezes found in 

Manila Bay during the northeast 
monsoon season. 

The main thing that makes 
Puerto Galera regattas different 
is the performance-based 
handicapping system. It is the only 
yacht club in the Philippines that 
uses a pursuit race format where 
yachts start racing at different 
times, determined by their 
predicted performance versus the 
prevailing weather conditions, with 
the calculation that all will finish 
together. A desirable solution if 
you want everyone to be able to 
attend the evening’s social events, 
and not leave the slower boats 
to be lost in the dark with fickle 
winds and changing tides. There 
are still different classes for racing 
yachts, cruising yachts, multihulls, 
sports boats etc., but each boat is 

handicapped based on predicted 
performance.

In the performance 
handicapping system, as with 
all yacht racing, crew work and 
reading the wind and tidal flows 
are the important factors that 
will determine a yacht’s eventual 
position at the finish. Where 
the performance handicapping 
system differs from more widely 
used, measurement-based 
rating systems, is that it takes into 
account the current condition of 
the yacht (and the crew), which 
gives yachts with even the oldest 
sails and loaded-down with 
cruising gear, the chance of a 
podium finish if their crew are up to 
the task.

There was also a special 
race during the Easter Regatta 

THE REGATTAS
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each year that went beyond the 
simple pursuit race format and 
included a treasure hunt, which 
combined sailing skills with find-
the-landmarks, man-overboard 
demonstrations and a race ashore 
to drink a beer at participating 
beach resorts. The main objective 
was to help regatta participants 
to find as much fun as possible in 
as many places as possible, during 
three days in Puerto Galera.

In 2003, with the recently 
launched President’s Cup Regatta 
(organized by the Manila Yacht 
Club) occurring during the week 
immediately following Easter each 
year, interest in the Puerto Galera 
Easter Regatta dimmed a little for 
the serious sailors, and competitor 

numbers in Puerto Galera dropped 
below 20 yachts. It was decided to 
consider launching a new regatta 
that would provide a blend of 
serious competition as well as 
keeping the same, friendly, pursuit 
racing format for cruising yachts.

In 2004, the All Saints/All 
Souls/Halloween weekend at the 
end of October was targeted. 
The northeast monsoon, known 
locally as the Amihan, would 
have just started and there was 
no other serious yacht racing on 
the Philippine calendar at the 
time. There were three primary 
motivations for the timing: racing 
yachts needed a warm-up event 
to get their crews in shape for 
the traditional racing season – 
November to May – in Manila 
and, increasingly, in Subic Bay; 
the club needed a way to assist in 

financing and publicizing their new 
Small Boats Program for youth 
sail training; and, beach resorts, 
bars and restaurants needed to 
boost visitor numbers by focusing 
attention on Puerto Galera during 
this period. So the All Souls 
Regatta (ASR) was born.

PGYC members, Alan Burrell, 
Charlie Romig and Martyn Willes 
put a good deal of energy into 
coaxing of Manila (MYC) and Subic 
Bay (SBYC) yacht club members 
and yachts to participate in 
good numbers. While the PGYC’s 
resident members and volunteers 
did an excellent job of organizing 
the venue, guest moorings, 
courses and race handicapping, 

Above: The Easter Regatta 2016 fleet 

heading out of the Manila Channel on Day 1.

Below: Yachts round the mark off Escadero 

Point during Day 3.
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and, very importantly, some 
excellent weather, all contributed 
to make the first ASR a huge 
success. Every evening, there were 
gatherings in different local bars 
and restaurants on Muelle Pier to 
spread the good fortune, and the 
resorts along the beaches were 
thankful for the increased custom 
to expand their tourist season.

The first ASR was sponsored 
by DHL and a total of 17 yachts 
and five Hobies competed. Of the 
yachts, five were from PGYC, ten 
from the MYC and two from SBYC. 
The original starters included 

China Rose, Irresistable, Kalayaan 
II, Karakoa, Lethal Weapon, Rags, 
Rapparee, Salina, Sandoway, 
Selma, Shibumi and The Judge. 
In an upset to the big keelboat 
racers, first place was taken by 
a Hobie 16 crewed by Luigi and 
Gia, second place went to Captain 
Lukas’ Kalayaan II and third 
place to The Judge, owned and 
skippered by Dirk van Straalen. 

During its second year, Terry 
Duckham and Allan Nash, owner of 
El Galleon and Asia Divers, teamed 
up again to organize the second 
Puerto Galera Jazz Festival to 

run concurrently as part of the 
All Souls Regatta 2005. The first 
Puerto Galera Jazz Festival having 
taken place at El Galleon and the 
PGYC in 2000. This culminated in 
a magnificent celebration of music 
and camaraderie held under 
the stars at the Sandbar Resort, 
where the Small Boat Regatta was 
taking place, the PGYC clubhouse 
being too small to house the 
almost 600 souls who attended. 

In 2005 a total of 25 yachts 
competed and the Taal Lake 
Yacht Club sent a fleet of Hobie 
16s to add a splash of speed and 

Left: Rags (left) and  China Rose off 

Encenada Beach during the All Souls 

Regatta 2005. 

Above: Socercer powering back from Verde 

Island. 
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boisterous colour to the spectacle 
of the ASR fleet racing offshore 
and around the beaches of Puerto 
Galera. Each year, more and more 
yachts of every shape and size 
arrive for what is now the largest 
yachting regatta in the Philippines 
with more than 30 yachts 
competing in three divisions. For 
the past six years Royal Cargo 
have been the principal sponsor of 
the ASR (co-sponsor for another 
four years before that) and the 
regatta is now known as the Royal 
Cargo All Souls Regatta. 

A feeder race from Subic Bay 

has taken place every year since, 
bringing more yachts to the event 
and giving the racing yachts a 
chance to test their crews for the 
increasingly intense competition 
that the ASR offers. Known as 
the Vasco’s Cup Race, sponsored 
by Brian Homan’s Vasco’s Bar 
& Grill (and now resort hotel) in 
Subic Bay, the resident racing 
yachts compete for the perpetual 
trophy with the intent of arriving 
the day before the ASR, honed for 
competition in the Verde Island 
Passage by day and ready to 
party each night away at the PGYC 

and in Puerto Galera’s resorts and 
clubs. 

There is another thing that 
sets the PGYC Regattas apart 
from any other in the Philippines. 
If you have yacht but not enough 
crew to race it, as in the case of 
most visiting cruising yachts, or if 
you would like to participate as 
crew, but have little or no sailing 
experience, then all you have to do 
is to arrive at the Skippers’ Briefing 
at the clubhouse at 0900hrs each 
race day and make yourself known 
to the office. The race officers will 
match your needs with those who 

Above: Anthea resplendent in new sails and 

rigging during the Easter Regatta 2016.  

Right: Slalom Glade heading home from 

Escadero Point.
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have a need. The objective is that 
everyone who wants to gets to sail 
during our PGYC regattas.

There are actually three regular 
regattas in the PGYC sailing 
calendar: The Easter Regatta, The 
Royal Cargo All Souls Regatta 
and the Christmas Regatta. The 
Christmas Regatta being more 
social and less demanding on 
yachts and crews. There is also 
the occasional Chinese New Year 
Regatta if interest is high enough, 
and other impromptu regattas 
throughout the year. The more 
competitive yachts of the PGYC 
fleet also sail away to compete 
in the Subic Regattas and, in 
particular, the Subic to Boracay 
Race each year. Cruising rallies 
have made a comeback in recent 
years with several yachts sailing 
off a couple of times a year to 
explore other exotic islands and 
destinations within several days 
sailing of Puerto Galera, but more 
on that in another chapter.

Whatever your yacht, whatever 
your crew, the PGYC regattas 
and rallies offer some of the 
best sailing in the Philippines 
with tons of fun and wonderful 
camaraderie… everyone is 
welcome.

2004
1st place: 
Hobie 16 - Luigi Manzi and Gia Velasco
2nd place: 
Kalayaan II – Captain Lukas
3rd place: 
The Judge – John Dirk Van Straalen

2005
1st place: 
The Judge – John Dirk Van Straalen
2nd place: 
Surprise II – John Carruthers and Steve 
Pike
3rd place: 
Salina - Dick Morris

2006
1st place: 
Hobie 16 - Luigi Manzi
2nd place: 
Karakoa – Ray Ordoveza
3rd place: 
Selma Star– Jun Avecilla

2007
1st place: 
Saipin - Jelle Mann
2nd place: 
Legs Eleven - Keith Tayman
3rd place: 
Karakoa – Ray Ordoveza

2008
1st place: 
Miss Salona II – Bart Kimman
2nd place: 
Southerly Change – David Craft
3rd place: 
China Rose – Michael Reuber

2009
1st place: 
Zosha – Peter Sel
2nd place: 
Karakoa – Ray Ordoveza
3rd place: 
Sorcerer – Austin Chamberlian

2010
1st place: 
Windjammer – Chris Boddington
2nd place: 
Karakoa – Ray Ordoveza
3rd place: 
Irresistable – Harry Taylor

2011
1st place: 
Karakoa – Ray Ordoveza
2nd place: 
Rapparee XXX – David McKenna
3rd place: 
Sorcerer – Austin Chamberlian

2012
1st place: 
Guinivere II – PGYC_SBP
2nd place: 
Siri Ya – Karim Magill
3rd place: 
Rapparee XXX – David McKenna

2013
1st place: 
Freewheeler – David Wheeler
2nd place: 
Selma Star – Jun Avecilla
3rd place: 
Irresistable – Harry Taylor

2014
1st place: 
Irresistable – Harry Taylor 
2nd place: 
Helena – Robert Henry
3rd place: 
Tiamat – Jeff Williams

2015
1st place:
Emocean – Michael Reuber
2nd place: 
Slalom Glade – Goran Rudelis
3rd place: 
Siraya – Kareem Magill & Jeff Williams

All Souls 
Regatta 
Overall 
Winners
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The PGYC regatta fleet is made up of all 

classes, fine-tuned racers, well-travelled 

cruisers and multihulls of every size and 

type.

Bottom right: The Verde Island Passage 

course chart.

Small Boat Program Regatta

The SBP crews train and 
compete every Saturday but 
each year, one week before the 
Royal Cargo All Souls Regatta, 
the SBP holds an annual 
regatta and the winning crews 
receive their awards alongside 
the yacht crews at the ASR 
Awards Night. More on the 
PGYC SBP on page 26.
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The Cruising Yacht Club 
of the Philippines
Alan Solley

The late Charlie Romig coined the phrase in 2003 and it has ever since been 
the first words visitors read on the Puerto Galera Yacht Club website. But why?

The Puerto Galera Yacht Club is not the only yacht 
club that plays host to cruising yachts and crews 
seeking to step ashore for friendly welcome after 

traveling the seven seas nor, in some respects, is it the 
most conveniently located. However, it is the only yacht 
club in the Philippines that was founded by cruising 
yacht owners and has forever been run by them.

Puerto Galera has always offered a typhoon-safe 
location where to anchor or moor a yacht and to find 
a friendly place to meet like-minded souls. Since 1991, 
when the decision was made to establish a permanent 
yacht club here, it has been increasingly able to offer 
great food, cold beers, routine maintenance and 
volumes of information to assist cruisers in onward 
voyages. 

While the Puerto Galera may not be most 
convenient in terms of access, it is certainly an ideal 
location for a yacht club. Its sheltered, natural harbor 
has been a safe haven for sailing vessels dating back 
to the First Millennium. Generations of local boat 
builders have lived and worked in Puerto Galera and 
the local population has grown up living in harmony 
with the sea, learning fishing and boating skills from 
an early age. Both traditions that that were being 
slowly lost, but are now being nurtured by the PGYC 
maintenance and sail training programs.

Puerto Galera is also ideally located for anyone 
wanting a base to venture out from and explore the 
7,107 islands of the Philippines. Depending on the time 
of year and prevailing winds yachts can make their 
way under good winds, heading east from to June to 

October on the “Hagabat” (southwesterly) monsoon to 
explore Rombulon, Marinduque, Boracay and beyond 
into the Visayas, and west from late October to early 
June using the “ Amihan” (northwesterly) monsoon to 
explore Palawan and then head south east to Boracay 
and into the Visayas.

From first contact (increasingly through the 
Internet) the yacht club’s website provides quality 
information to assist ocean wanderers, providing 
confidence that there is at least one place within 
the 7,000 plus islands that understands their needs. 
And, for those who choose to stay a little while, the 
Puerto Galera Yacht Club offers opportunities to build 
camaraderie and lasting friendships through rallies 
and friendly competition.

Over the years groups of yachts have set off 
together to explore islands within a few days sail 
of Puerto Galera, giving members and visitors who 
don’t own a yacht the opportunity to experience the 
pleasures and camaraderie of cruising Philippine 
waters in the safety of experienced hands and well 
maintained yachts. Recently the Club has started to 
organize regular cruising rallies, the first to Marinduque 
in December, 2015, and the second to Romblon, the 
home of the Romblon Yacht Club and a reciprocal 
PGYC club, in April of this year.

Nine yachts made the passage from Puerto Galera 
to Marinduque, with an overnight stay at Laiya Beach , 
home to a number of up-market resorts on the Luzon 
coast. It was a four to five day cruise, depending on 
stopovers, of a little over 100 nautical miles there and 
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back. The “Amihan” made for some windward 
slogging on the way out from Puerto Galera, 
but it’s was an easy downhill slide all the way 
home.

The landing point was Balacanan, a 
beautiful bay that is home to the island’s ferry 
terminal, provides a safe anchorage for visiting 
yachts with easy access to the shore facilities. 
On the arrival night, the 40 sailors who had 
joined the Marinduque rally were given a warm 
welcome by the locals, who helped host on 
a BBQ near the pier and offered traditional 
welcoming songs, followed by a night of beer 
and karaoke.

The following day the group explored the 
island various attractions, including Boac, the 
island’s capital, a short and scenic 15 kms 
jeepney ride away, with its restored 17th century 
cathedral fortress and traditional ancestral houses 
resplendent with carved wooden facades and original 
capiz-shell windows.

In true PGYC tradition the Romblon Rally began at 
Encenada Beach with a Beach BBQ the night before. 
Then, at the crack of dawn, eight yachts set out for 
the halfway point and overnight stay on the island 
of Maestre de Campo. The trip was planned so the 
yachts arrived in Romblon the next day in time for the 
RYC’s annual Three Island Challenge regatta , now in 
its third year.

Romblon is known for its marble and any visit has 
to include a trip to the marble factories. Here finely 
crafted marble carvings can be bought for a fraction 
of the price of the shops in Manila or larger regional 
city centres.

The round trip is almost 200 nautical miles and 
between exploring Romblon, participating 
in the Three Islands Challenge, making new 
friend and renewing old acquaintances, the 
yachts spend the best part of a week to on the 
water, a thoroughly enjoyable time for all.

Through its active sailing and regatta 
events promotes sailing tourism to local and 
overseas visitors and through the PGYC Small 
Boat Program, the yacht club promotes the 
sport of sailing to the youth of Puerto Galera 
and other school children from the Philippines 
and overseas (see page 22). Through beach 
clean-ups, mangrove planting and more, its 
members are actively involved in maintaining 
the beauty of Puerto Galera - like no other 
yacht club in the country, the Puerto Galera 
Yacht Club is The “Cruising Yacht Club of the 
Philippines”.

Opposite page:  

Henry Hauck’s 

Ashanty off the 

west cost of 

Culion Island

Clockwise from 

top: The 44’ 

catamaran 

Siriya cruising 

off Boracay. 

PGYC and RYC 

members enjoy 

a cold beer 

during the PYC’s 

Three Islands 

Challenge. Karis 

against the 

Romblon sunset.
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The PGYC Small Boat and 
Sail Training Program
Peter Stevens

It was started with the objective 
of introducing sailing to the local 
schools and to improve the 

livelihood and income of the town 
by promoting Puerto Galera as 
a water sports and sail training 
destination. The program provides 
free sailing for students from 
local schools on weekend, and 
gives them the chance to develop 
social, as well as sailing and sports 
skills, through healthy, carefully 
supervised competition. The 
program also rents the dinghies 
and runs Basic, Intermediate and 
Advanced level dinghy sailing 
courses catering to visiting family 
groups from Manila and tourists to 
help support the scheme.

The program was established 
in 2005 with donations of over 
US$30,000 from members and 
corporate interests, which funded 
our locally built and designed fleet 
of 10 two-man dinghies. In 2007 
these were replaced, upgraded 
and improved with a further 
donation of US21,000 from the 
Hong Kong based charity, ROUND 
TABLE 10, who saw the value of 
the program for the local school 
population. In 2010 they donated 

Without doubt the PGYC Small Boat Program (SBP) 
is one of the PGYC’s most popular programs.

another US$20,000 to renovate 
the original fleet and to purchase 
10 Optimist dinghies. These are 
small single-handed dinghies used 
internationally as the entry-level 
boat for youngsters from 6 to 16.

More than 300 youngsters 
have participated in the SBP to 
date and our best young sailors 
compete in regattas in Subic Bay, 
Puerto Princessa and Manila, 
including the National Games. 
Two of our graduates have sailed 
with the Philippines National 
team in regattas in Malaysia and 
have represented the Philippines 
at the World Mirror Dinghy 
Championships in Australia (2011) 
and Ireland (2013). In the latter 
they finished 8th overall out of a 
fleet of more than 90 crews from 
the best dinghy sailing countries in 
the World.

In 2015 the number of visiting 
family groups, couples and 
individuals, local youth and student 
groups who took part in the 
program continued to increase 
in ever greater numbers keeping 
our SBP staff and volunteers 
very busy. Five student groups 
from Hong Kong, Manila, China 

and Dubai, a total of 129 young 
sailors, participated in special SBP 
courses created for each group. 
The total income generated from 
the Sail Training Program was 
more than 700,000 pesos in 2015 
and we had already exceeded 
that sum in August of this year. All 
income and donations for the SBP 
are invested back into the Program 
in the form of regular maintenance 
and equipment updates. 

Our local young sailors now 
number more than 40 strong 
and, as well as participating in 
the program on a weekly basis, 
provide assistance and support to 
visiting groups and club activities. 
The Dubai group were back again 
this year with another 22 students 
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and the Propeller Club brought 
another group of 30 under-
privileged children from Manila 
again in April.

A notable achievement this 
year was the upgrading of our 10 

Lawin dinghies and the purchase 
of new dinghy, bringing the SBP 
fleet to 11 Lawin dinghies and 
10 International class Optimist 
training dinghies., one Laser and a 
14’ Hobie Kat.

One of the goals of the SBP 
is to provide young sailors with 
the training and experience to 
enable them pursue careers as 
professional yacht crew or sail 
training staff at other yacht clubs 
in the Philippines. Several of our 
young sailors have moved on in 
this way and most recently SBP 
instructors Joseph and Limuel 

 have both graduated to 
employment as crew on visiting 
yachts.

In keeping with the SBP policy 
of promoting our most promising 
sailors up through the ranks, Milky 
Labarete has joined Jason Bagot 
as the second of our principal 

SMALL BOAT PROGRAM

Clockwise from top left: The Olympic-class 

Optimists in action. The SBP Regatta in 

2010. The SBP crew The All Souls Regatta 

take GII through her paces. A “Lawin” 

dinghy using one of the new spinnakers in 

the 2012 SBP Regatta.
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Charlie Romig and I were 
sitting at the corner of the Yacht 
Club’s bar – It had a different 
configuration in those days – 
having our daily sundowners 
and getting a bit maudlin, when 
Charlie, for no reason I could 
fathom, suddenly said;

“They think we are just a bunch 
of useless, elitist drunks”.

“Who does?” says I.
“They do…the locals. We having 

another?”
“Yes. Silly not to, really”. 
Thus began a discussion on 

what we could do to change 
the local view of the club and its 
members. The debate ran the full 
gamut of activities, settling finally 
on the idea of building a sailing/
racing Paraw, similar to those Of 
IloIlo fame, and with it, teaching 
the local youngsters to sail.

First issue, as always, was 
money. We hit on the great idea 
that we would each put up 10k 
pesos to act as seed money….as 
it had so happened I had drawn 
10K from the newly installed 
Allied Bank ATM that morning. 
Heretofore, the only ATM was 
in Sabang and would only, 
reluctantly, cough-up 4k at a time. 
So, with a masculine and heroic 
flourish, I reached into my ass 
pocket and plonked the wad onto 

the bar, unfortunately, Charlie was 
a tad short that month!

Runners were sent hither-
and-yon to locate a builder. Nick 
Spence swore blind he knew one 
in Roxas and took off with great 
enthusiasm only to return empty-
handed. Then Burrell surfaced 
saying Parows would take up too 
much storage area, “Why not 
build dinghies?”, further saying 
that he knew where there were 
some old and battered ones no 
longer used. Unfortunately, he felt 
the owners would be reluctant to 
part with one. After cogitating this 
problem over a brew or two (“Silly 
not to, really”) it was suggested 
that we nick one…well ‘borrow’ was 
perhaps the better word as we 
had every intention of returning 
same. A notion was promulgated 
that an ‘Old-and-battered’ dinghy 
could be slipped over a wall, 
popped on top a jeepney and 
delivered to PG…and…”Bob’s-your-
uncle”.

Magically, an ‘old-and-
battered’ dinghy appeared on the 
club’s lawn. We stood around the 
thing, wondering what to do next. 
Someone suggested “This calls for 
a celebration, beer anyone?”.

“Yes. Silly not to, really”.
Luming, a local craftsman, 

patched up the ‘old-and-battered’ 

and made a perfect mold from 
which we made four modified 
Mirror dinghies which, after much 
debate, we christened Lawins 
which is the local name of the 
Brahminy Kites that grace Muelle 
Bay. Luming layed-up the hulls, 
I fashioned the mast, gaff and 
boom, R&G, a local jeepney builder 
made the fittings and rig…we were 
off and running.

The Small Boat Programme 
had begun, and, two years later 
we held our first Commodore’s 
Race (First and only, as the winner 
finished the course in 35 minutes, 
the looser [alas, poor Charlie!] took 
one hour, 45 minutes. (“We are not 
doing that again!!#**”). Needless 
to say we followed the race with 
a beer or two… “Yes. Silly not to, 
really”.

Then along came Peter 
Stevens, full of energy and ideas, 
he was the one to move the 
programme forward into ‘Phase 
Two’.

So, did we do well?....of course 
we did…It would have been ‘silly 
not to, really’, wouldn’t it. “Roadie, 
anyone?”

The Small Boat Programme – 
‘Silly not to, really’ 
Russ Hughes 

SMALL BOAT PROGRAM
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Instructors. Milky stated with 
program 10 years ago when she 
was 9 years old and has been 
active in all major regattas and 
group activities. Jason had worked 
with the Club as a boatman for 14 
years boatman, before becoming 
permanent crew on Danny II in late 
2013, and has recently rejoined the 
club as the Instructor-in-charge of 
the SBP.

Both have extensive sailing 
experience on dinghies and 
yachts, having worked as assistant 
instructors and then full instructors 
on various SBP student programs. 
They have both competed 
successfully in the Interschool and 
SBP regattas, and Milky had her 
first sailing competition in Bacolod 
in 2011 with the Philippine National 
Game (PNG) Optimist Division, She 

has also competed and placed in 
the Sea-Ex Optimist Division and 
PNG Mirror Dinghy Division.

Guinevere II (GII), the Club’s 30 
foot sloop also enjoy a prosperous 
year, generating more than 
174,652 pesos from members use, 
sailing courses and our increasing 
popular “Sail Starter” day and half 
day cruises. GII also underwent 
a number of upgrades including 

cabin and head facilities, engine 
overhaul and anti-fouling.

Gary Poine’s classic 8 metre 
sloop, Anthea. was recently 
purchased by Board member, 
John Quirk, and he has generously 
allowed this vintage 1929 
international racer to be added to 
the SBP fleet for sail training and 
as a “gentleman’s regatta and day 
sailer’ for hire.

Opposite page: The locally-built PGYC 

“Lawin” training dinghy is based upon the 

International Mirror dinghy design.

Top: The SBP Regatta 2015 winners.

Above: The Optimists racing during the SBP 

Regatta 2012.
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A special thanks to the PGYC staff
Without them there would be no cold beer, no food to compliment or complain 
about, no service boat, no regattas, no Curry Nights and no Friday Night BBQs...

Alma Bunquin – Club Manger

Alma took over as our Club 
Manager a little more than 18 
months ago and 
PGYC the Club has 
never looked back. 
Alma is Puerto Galera 
born and bred, haling 
from Minolo, San 
Isidro and graduated 
with Bachelor of 
Science in Hotel and 
Tourism from Calapan 
City in 2010.

 She took a job as 
an office secretary, 
but when she heard 
that yacht club 
was looking for an 
office assistant, she 
successfully applied 
for the position.

“I had never been 
to the yacht club, but my two 
brothers had sailed with the Small 
Boat Program when they were 
young, and my father worked as 
carpenter on some of the yachts at 
that time, Alma said. 

Alma started work as the 
PGYC office assistant in April, 
2011 and also worked extra duty 
as a waitress and cashier on BBQ 
nights, regattas and other social 
events. Under the guidance of the 
Club Manager, Donna Penman 
and, then Treasurer, and later 

Commodore, Tony Stephens, 
Alma worked her way up to 
Office Secretary and then Office 
Manager, learning to handle the 

Club accounting system, preparing 
the F&B reports and handling petty 
cash.

It was very hard at first,, as 
was my first time working with 
foreigners, but Donna and Tony 
were very kind and taught me what 
I needed to do, Alma explained. “ 
When I was offered the promotion 
to Club Manager I was worried that 
I wouldn’t be able to handle it. It 
was hard at first but I really love 
my job and the yacht club. Luckily 

the people around me have faith 
in me and trust me, and are very 
supportive.

”Alma was thrown in the deep 
end, taking over just 
in time to organise 
the Club support for 
the Hobie Challenge 
at Ambil Beach, 
which was then 
followed by the 2015 
Easter Regatta. The 
rest, as they say, is 
history and a year 
later the Club has 
gone from strength 
to strength under 
Alma’s stewardship 
and her close 
working relationship 
with the Board and 
staff members.

Jessa Villajuan  
– Office Secretary

Jessa has been at PGYC 
since 2011. She was working as 
a waitress when, then Board 
member, John Hyndman, asked 
if she would like to work in the 
office. She was both surprised and 
honoured, as she felt that not being 
a college graduate would exclude 
her. 

Jessa enjoys handling the 
admin and office work, but her 
favourite job is looking after 
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visitor’s to the Club and meeting 
new people, particularly the local 
celebrities that drop by. “The 
famous people that I met here 
were Dianne Castellejo, Mark 
Nelson, Ms. Earth Beauties and 
Mario Fabegas”, Jessa said.

Arlene dela Rama – Bar 
Supervisor and Head Waitress

Arlene began work in August, 
2011, as an extra when the Club 
Manager, Donna Penman, asked 
her to work three times a week. She 
proved to be a hard worker and 
is now Bar Supervisor and Head 
Waitress.

Arlene’s favourite event is the All 
Souls Regatta Halloween costume 
party, because everyone goes to 
so much effort with the costumes 
and the members and staff enjoy 
it very much. She values the 
opportunities the Club provides to 
meet new people and experience 
new challenges, such as the Hobie 
Challenge at Ambil Island. “ It was 
a good experience for us all to go 
to a beautiful place like Ambil, and 
to cater for so many sailors on the 
beach,” Arlene said. 

Tracee Talavera – Waitress

Tracee first visited the Club as 
a 13 year-old on vacation from 
Mindanao. One of her friends was 
working here as a waitress and she 
recalls that she loved the ride in the 
service boat and walk along long 
pier, said to herself, “someday I will 
be part of this place”. 

Tracee’s favourite time are the 
PGYC regattas, when the Club 
is full of lots of new and happy 
faces. Although it’s a very tiring 

time with long hours she feels it is 
very rewarding to work as a team 
with her co-staff, looking after the 
members, guests and sponsors. 
She is also the PGYC’s popular ”in-
house” singer. Singing has been her 
passion since she was child and is 
happiest when asked to sing with 
the guest bands.

Noriel Gutierrez – Head Cook

Noriel started work at the Club 
in 2013, after being introduced 
by friends. He is very happy with 
the new upgrades that have 
been made to the kitchen and the 
Clubhouse extension as it allows 
him and his team to do their job 
more effectively.

His favourite times at the Club 
are Christmas, New Year and the 
staff beach party. He enjoys the 
opportunity to do outside catering 
and catering for special events, 
and is very happy when members 
and guests make a point of 
complimenting him on his cooking.

Desirree “Daisy” Capit – Cook 

Daisy is our second longest 
serving member of staff and has 
worked at the PGYC since 1999 
– a total of 17 years. “The PGYC is 
the best place in Puerto Galera”, 
Daisy explains. “The members are 
very kind and I am very fond of my 
co-workers. They have all become 
family to me.”

Her favourite memories are the 
staff and Christmas parties, and 
favourite times the regattas and 
Classic Club lunches, when the 
members and guests are all happy. 
Daisy still remembers how happy 
she was when she was made a 

regular staff member all those 
years ago, and remembers with 
sadness when members who have 
become good friends pass on. In 
particular, like all long serving staff, 
Daisy remembers Donna Penman 
and the support and friendship 
she shared with the staff as Club 
Manager. 

Mark “Jay” Umali – Cook 

Jay is our newest member 
of staff and started work here in 
January, 2016. His special memory 
is his first time working the PGYC 
Easter Regatta with everyone so 
busy. “ I was so new and happy to 
have a job, but I didn’t know what 
to do, “ Jay said. “But the staff all 
helped and showed me what to do.”

Jay is very happy the way that 
all the members and staff treat him 
with respect and as a good friend. 
His favourite job is is cooking pizza 
in the kitchen. 

Jason Bagot – Chief Sailing 
Instructor

Jason is the third longest 
member of staff and was a service 
boat driver for 14 years from 
August, 1999, until September, 
2013, when he was hired by John 
Ridsdel to work as the boatman on 
Danny II. After John’s tragic death 
earlier this year he returned to 
PGYC and is now in charge of the 
Small Boat Program.

Jason is an accomplished 
sailor and brings a lot of years 
of experience and training to the 
SBP. He likes very happy with the 
new SBP training room and the 
extensions to the SBP boathouse. 
His favourite regatta is the annual 
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All Souls 
Regatta 
because of 
the number 
of yachts 
and different 
people of all 
nationalities 
that attend. 

Jason is very appreciative of 
the opportunities offered to staff at 
PGYC, and values the training and 
experience that the Club has given 
him that now qualifies him for his 
new job as Chief Sailing Instructor. 

Milky Labarete - Sailing Instructor

Milky joined the PGYC Small 
Boat Program when she was just 
nine years old and the Club is her 
second home. She was one of the 
SBP most outstanding students, 
has successfully competed in local 
and national regattas, and has 
helped with the training of new 
students as a volunteer since she 
was teenager.

She is 19 years of age and was 
hired to work as a full-time sailing 
instructor in February this year.

Milky recalls her happiest 
memory as, ““When we were 
teaching the students from Dubai 
American Academy to sail and 
made a lot of friends, then we went 
to El Galleon Resort and had a 
presentation party with them.”

Milky has seen many changes, 
“all good”, she says, and the PGYC 
is a great place to be. She is very 
proud to be the first “girl” instructor 
to work for the SBP and founding 
member of the PGYC “GIRL 
POWER” club. 

Her favourite job is preparing 
the boats, learning to fibreglass 

and splice ropes, and many things 
that help her to do her job better. 

Primo Javier – Clubhouse and 
Grounds Captain

Primo is our longest serving 
member of staff and started work 
at PGYC as a boatman in the Dave 
Socash era, in 1998.

Primo’s neighbour was a cook 
at the Club and introduced him to 
the job. They were different days – 
Peter Stitts gave him 30 minutes 
training on the dinghy and after 
that he was on his own.

Primo admits it was all quite 
daunting as he didn’t know the 
names or location of the yachts 
when they called for service, 
wasn’t familiar with the radio and 
his English wasn’t good. But he 
managed, his English improved, 
and importantly he is still with us. 

Primo is very happy at PGYC 
because the Directors and 
members don’t treat him as staff, 
but as family. They encourage staff 
with compliments for good work 
and gave him the opportunity to 
improve himself. 

“When I started work here it 
was like a jungle, “ Prino says. “Now 
there is workshop, clubhouse and 
office extension, Manager’s house, 
SBP landing and boathouse, nice 

gardens, but still plenty of 
mosquitoes.”

Leo Medina – Marine Ops 
Supervisor

Leo started working at PGYC 
in 2005. He is the PGYC’s Regatta 
Time Keeper and is a stickler for 
making sure the official times are 
accurate right down to the split-
second. He is known for his skill at 
remembering the names of yachts 
that visit Puerto Galera and spend 
time on the PGYC moorings, even 
after a gap of many years. 

His happiest memories are the 
staff beach party and, like all the 
staff that worked with her, was 
very sad when Donna Penman 
died. She was very kind to him and 
all the staff. You will always find 
Leo happiest splicing rope and 
working in his domain, the Marine 
Workshop.

Marine Ops staff

The boys that operate the 
service boat are the lifeline of the 
Club. They are first faces guests 
and visitors see and their friendly 
chat and courteous manner the 
first introduction to the PGYC.

Marvic Capit joined us in 2013. 
Logen Villamor and Paul “Meng” 
Vincent-Suazo have been with us 
for almost two years.
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The Commodores
Peter Oxley and Virgil Calaguian

Russ 
Hughes

Russ lived 
on his boat, 
the 45-foot 
ketch, Karis, 
in Vancouver, 
Canada, for 

20 years, and on the day after 
he retired in 1992, he set sail for 
Mexico, then Hawaii and spent 
the next six years cruising the 
islands of the South Pacific before 
heading for Australia, then PNG, 
the Solomons and the islands of 
Micronesia. 

He eventually made his way to 
the Philippines and first sailed into 
Puerto Galera in 1998 on virtually 
the same day as Peter Stevens, 
who was to become a a firm friend 
and another PGYC commodore.

Russ decided to make Puerto 
Galera his base and spent the 
next a few years exploring the 
Philippine islands and making new 
friends as he went.

“Each island was different, each 
one fascinating, each had its own 
flavor”, says Russ. “An awful lot of 
fun! Ten times better than I could 
ever have imagined.”

In time Russ sold Karis to 
another PGYC member and 
moved ashore to make Puerto 
Galera his permanent home. 
He took on the responsibilities 
of Commodore in 2004, and 
it was during his stewardship 
that the plans for the PGYC 
Small Boat Program were laid. A 
regular sailing schedule was also 
established and, most importantly, 
the Club’s filing system first sorted 
into a manageable order.

Mike 
Tucker

Mike 
arrived in 
Hong Kong 
from his 
hometown 
of Fowey, 

a historic 
seaport fishing village in Cornwall, 
in 1977 to pursue a career in 
graphic arts. It was here he joined 
the Hebe Haven Yacht Club, 
serving as both Rear Commodore 
and Vice Commodore. In 1982 
he purchased a yacht in Taiwan 
that he still sails today in Puerto 
Galera, a custom-built, Robert 
Perry designed cutter: Tayana 
Lady.

He sailed her to the Philippines 
a number of times before finally 

Fittingly the Puerto Galera Yacht Club’s first Commodore was Eleno Garcia. Leno’s family has run the 
resort, just over the sandbar that joins Boquette Island to Mindoro, for three generations. The resort was 
first called Halcyon Reef, then Sandbar and now, in much its expanded form, Elizabeth’s Hideaway, after 

one of Leno’s daughter’s. It was here that the meeting was held that founded the PGYC and it was here that 
members met to hold social and sailing events during the first few years of the Club’s existence. It was also 
Leno who made the land available on which the PGYC clubhouse and facilities now stand.

Leno was followed by David Socash, who went on to manage the Club’s F&B franchise for another five 
years after his two terms as Commodore. Then Olaf Tomforde took the helm, followed by Eduardo “Danding” 
Taylor and so the list grew. 

Our earlier Commodores are no longer with us, but those still standing are very much an active part of the 
Club and its activities.
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The Commodores

Eleno Garcia
1991-1992

J. David Socash
1993-1994

Olaf Tomforde
1995-1996

Martin Strutt
1997-1998

Eduardo Taylor
1999-2000/1

Olaf Tomforde
2000/2-2001

Russ Hughes
2002

Charlie Romig
2003

Mike Tucker
2004

Jurgen Langemeier
2005-2006

Peter Stevens
2007-2008

William Moore
2009-2010

Malcolm Morrison
2011

Anthony Stephens
2012-2014

John Hyndman
2015

Robert Johnson
2016

leaving Hong Kong in 1993 to 
cruise through Southeast Asia, 
first stop the Philippines. The rest 
is history. He sailed into Puerto 
Galera at Christmas that year, 
right into the Christmas Regatta 
fleet heading out of the Manila 
Channel, and soon found himself 
made welcome and quite at 
home with the fellow sailors of the 
PGYC.

In 2003 Mike and Karl Broqvist 
took over as Port Captains and 
took on the daunting task of 
sorting the Club’s moorings in an 
orderly and shipshape condition.

Following that success Mike 
was voted Commodore in 2004 
and it was on his watch that The 
All Souls’ Regatta was added to 
the existing Christmas and Easter 
events, the first four Lawin sail-
training dignhies were built to 
launch the Small Boat Program, 
the Club’s magazine Cruiser 
News became full-color and 
self-supporting, the club pier and 
the docking pier upgraded, and a 
totally new service boat operation 
initiated. Last but not least, the 
Saturday sail became de rigeur, 
and very popular with by club 
members and visitors. 

Jurgen 
Langemeier

German-
born Jürgen 
Langemeier 
first arrived 
in the 
Philippines 

on a posting for Nestle 
Switzerland in 1968. It was at this 
time that he discovered Puerto 

Galera and recounts, “it was quite 
an adventure getting there as the 
roads were so bad and there was 
only one old steel tub that served 
as a ferry between Batangas and 
Muelle”. 

But he loved the exotic 
surroundings and swore he would 
return. 

It took awhile, but return he 
did in 1999. After taking early 
retirement he and his Chinese 
wife, Leda, bought a condominium 
at The Moorings, above the PGYC 
clubhouse, joined the Club and 
has been one of its strongest 
supporters ever since. His son, 
Dan is our youngest member and 
a Life member at that.

Jurgen took over as 
Commodore from Mike Tucker in 
2005 and it was during this time 
he attended a Conference of 
Commodores in Hong Kong. There 
were Commodores from all over 
the world attending and Jurgen 
very proudly remembers his 
moment to address the delegates, 
“There was the commodore from 
Monaco who boasted of 5,000 
members and a huge budget of  
thousands of dollars and the 
commodore from Singapore 
who had 3,000 members and a 
multi-million dollar clubhouse, and 
countless others with a similar 
stories.

“ When it came to my turn, I 
stood up and proudly told them 
that we have less then a 100 
members and absolutely no 
budget at all. Our members are 
all volunteers and do all the work. 
Here are some pictures of the 
local children we are teaching to 
sail, absolutely free of charge, 
in our small boat program…. the 
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crowd roared their appreciation 
and applauded our indomitable 
spirit and efforts.” 

Jurgen also secured the 
additional 300 square meters 
of land that the Small Boat 
Program boathouse is built on 
and it was during his term that 
Puerto Galera was declared the 
Most Beautiful Bay in the World 
2005 by the Paris-based Les Plus 
Belles Baies Du Monde (The Most 
Beautiful Bays in the World) club, 
and joined the elite group of Bays 
recognised by this award. 

Peter 
Stevens

Peter 
served as a 
police officer 
in Hong Kong 
for 22 years, 
retiring 

in 1999 
following the handover of Hong 
Kong to China in 1997. He and his 
wife sold up and bought Flying 
Dragon, a British-built Prout 39’ 
catamaran, with the intention of 
sailing around the world for the 
next 15 years.

They got as far as Puerto 
Galera. Peter and Flying Dragon 
stayed, but his wife moved on to 
settle in the US.

Peter became very involved 
with the Club, became a much 
sought after delivery skipper 
and spent 10 years on the 
Board, serving two terms as 
Commodore.

More than anyone Peter’s 
name is synonymous with the 
Small Boat Program. 

When he took over, the 
program was very short of 
money. “Four boats cobbled 
together, with shackles here, 
shackles there,” he recalls. Peter 
was instrumental in obtaining 
donations in 2007 and 2010 
from various Round Table groups 
in Hong Kong that secured the 
future of the program, allowing 
new boats to be built that would 
enable the kids to hone their 
skills until they could sail single-
handedly. 

Peter initiated Wet 
Wednesdays, and the marketing 
of training programs to overseas 
clubs and organizations. At a  
later date in his tenure, he 
expanded the program to include 
the purchase of Guinevere II, an 
investment that added a valuable 
asset to the Small Boat Program.

To Peter the crowning 
achievement of the Small Boat 
Program was seeing two of the 
Small Boat Program graduates, 
both local PG kids, represent the 
Philippines in Australia and in 
Ireland, where the boys acquitted 
themselves superbly, to finish at 
the forefront of their class in the 
World Mirror Championships in 
2011 and 2013.

Bill  
Moore

Bill 
served as 
commodore 
of the club 
for two years 
in 2009 and 

2010.
Bill came to the PGYC as a 

serious racing sailor and had 
spent many years racing both 
dinghies and keelboats in the 
USA. He owns a J36 which he  
keeps in Shilshole Marina in 
Seattle, Washington, and while 
living in the Philippines he 
returned home every year to 
cruise and race in the Pugit Sound 
area of Washington state.

Bill originally came to the 
Philippines with the US Navy and 
was stationed in Subic Bay. When 
he left the navy he started an 
IT company in Manila, met and 
married his wife, Levi, had two 
children, and eventually sold his IT 
company to Microsoft. It was then 
that he arrived in Puerto Galera, 
investing in the construction of 
upmarket holiday homes and 
taking over the management of 
the Portofino Resort.

He joined the Club in 2006 and 
put his racing experience to good 
use, serving as PGYC Race Officer 
for eight years. As Commodore Bill 
steered the Club through two of 
the biggest typhoons to have ever 
directly hit Puerto Galera in living 
memory, Ondoy and Pepeng, the 
second causing the cancelation 
the 2009 All Souls Regatta. The 
Small Boat Program and mooring 
placements were expanded 
at this time  and it was during 
Bill’s term that Donna Penman 
joined the Club as F&B Manager, 
eventually becoming Club Manger, 
heralding a new era of F&B 
excellence and events, including 
the now regular Wednesday Curry 
Night.

In 2014 Bill and his family 
return to USA to take advantage 
of better education opportunities 
for their young daughters.
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fondly remembers the birthday 
parties, Classic Club lunches and 
the full house at Friday Night 
BBQs, with members and their 
guests spilling out onto the paved 
area below the clubhouse.

 
Anthony 
Stephens

Born in 
Auckland, 
New Zealand, 
Tony spent 
most of his 
working life 

in Australia, Mainly in Brisbane, 
out west, and then finishing with 
12 years on Hamilton Island. He 
learnt to sail in the fjords of New 
Zealand’s South Island, and owned 
boats in both Kiwi and Australia, 
participating in regattas in both 
countries. His favourite regatta 
was the annual Hamilton Island 
Race Week, which takes place 
in August and is now Australia’s 
largest offshore keelboat regatta, 
attracting more than 200 yachts 
from all over the world.

 Tony retired in 2007 and 
moved to the Philippines, quickly 
finding his way to Puerto Galera, 
where he met Charlie Romig and 
other PGYC stalwarts over a cold 
beer or three at the Rock’n’Roll 
Bar on Muelle. Naturally, Tony 
joined the Club and, having been 
professional accountant in his 
previous life, took over as treasurer 
in 2010 and is credited with 
putting the Club’s book in order at 
long last.

 In 2011 Tony as elected 
Commodore, a position he would 
hold for the next three years. Much 

Malcolm 
“Mal” 
Morrison

Mal 
Morrison 
came to the 
Philippines 
from 

Australia as Country Manager for 
an oil services company in 1978 
and first visited Puerto Galera on a 
work project. He recalls that there 
were no paved roads, no cars 
and, indeed, no electricity, but was 
enchanted by the bay, its crystal-
clear waters and surrounding the 
blue-green mountains. So much 
so that he built his first home here 
in 1981.

After the Aquino assassination 
and fall of the Marcos regime in 
the mid 1980s oil exploration came 
to a halt in the Philippine and Mal 
spent the next 10 years working in 
Pakistan, Indonesia, and India, but 
always returning to Puerto as his 
home base on his one-month on, 
one-month off schedule.

 Mal joined the Club in 1995, 
becoming a Life Member in 2005. 
At the end of 2010 he was asked 
to run for Commodore and was 
duly elected at the AGM of that 
year..

 The year 2011 was very much a 
year of consolidating the work that 
had gone before and upgrading 
facilities. The wood pilings on the 
club pier were replaced, a new 
docking pontoon built, the club’s 
electricity supply upgraded, new 
retaining walls built and new 
furniture and a BBQ roaster for 
the clubhouse bought.

 It was a good year for F&B and 
social events in the club, and Mal 

of his tenure was devoted to the 
continued upgrading of the club 
facilities, which included extending 
the floor space, renovating the 
kitchen and installing new water 
tanks. Tony worked very closely 
with Donna Penman, the recently 
appointed Club Manager, to 
upgrade the menu and restaurant 
service.

 “Donna,” he adds, “should take 
much of the credit for instilling a 
work ethic amongst the local hires, 
as well as for expanding the menu 
to meet Western standards”.

 Tony and Mike Tucker continued 
the work that Mike and Karl 
had started on the upgrade of 
the moorings and the mooring 
inspection pontoon. New moorings 
were also added at Dalaruan 
and the Small Boat Program 
boathouse constructed on the 
waterfront below the clubhouse.

 Tony expanded the activities of 
the club and introduced two new 
regattas – the Summer Solstice 
Regatta – and the Chinese New 
year Regatta and over saw the 
start of regular cruising rallies. 
Today he serves as Race Officer 
fine-tuning the handicaps to 
ensure that the PGYC’s unique 
pursuit racing format performs to 
best advantage for all.

 
John 
Hyndman

 John and 
Edna, his wife 
of 45 years, 
first visited 
Puerto Galera 
in 2010. Edna 

was originally from the Philippines 
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few months prior to accepting 
this position, the Club Manager 
informed me she was leaving 
because of personal issues. 
Needless to say, this was quite a 
surprise and I found myself as they 
say, lonely at the top.

 “Fortunately, we had a very 
valuable asset waiting in the 
shadows. Alma Bunquin, had 
been our club secretary for 
several years; Alma was extremely 
efficient, and always willing to help.  
Accordingly, I asked her if she was 
interested in taking the manager’s 
position, but she said she would 
need some time to think about it. 
Happily she eventually accepted 
and, in my opinion, this was the 
greatest accomplishment of my 
tenure as Commodore.”

Robert “ Bob” 
Johnson

 Bob 
Johnson 
was seduced 
by Puerto 
Galera’s 
beauty and 

charm the very first time he sailed 
into the Bay in 2012. Noticing the 
service boat sign on the pier he 
discovered the yacht club almost 
immediately on arrival. “That first 
day I was greeted by the Club 
Manager Donna Penman, and 
her hospitality and enthusiasm 
for PGYC played a big part in my 
decision to make Puerto Galera my 
home, “ Bob remembers. ”Donna is 
now in heaven, but I am sure she 
still keeps a watchful eye over all of 
us and her beloved club.”

Bob’s first regatta was the 

and they were touring the country 
looking for a place to retire to. 

 “Within minutes of stepping 
off the roro at Balatero Pier”, John 
recalls, “ there was no doubt we 
had finally found our own tropical 
paradise.

 “One year later Edna and 
I settled into our new home at 
Colina Flora Hilltop and met one 
of our new neighbors, Goran 
Rudileus. Goran, a club member 
and yacht owner, invited Edna 
and myself to the club for a Friday 
Night BBQ and later, a sail on 
Slalom Glade…the rest is history”.

 John and Edna enjoyed warm 
welcome they we received from 
club members and staff that 
quickly signed on as members. 
Neither were sailors and were a 
little apprehensive, but soon found 
that members took them in hand 
and both were active sailors with 
in the first year. John joined the 
Board and served as the Director 
of Service Boat Operations in 
2012, Director Mooring Operations 
in 2013 and Vice-Commodore in 
2014.

In 2015 John was elected 
Commodore and undertook 
a major extension of the Club 
facilities. The biggest challenge 
was getting members to agree 
on the construction plan, and 
after much spirited discussion 
consensus was finally reached and 
construction began. Importantly, 
construction was completed in two 
months with all goals accomplished 
- the dining area expanded, pool 
table given its own space and a 
reading and TV lounge added.

 All this accomplished while at 
the same time as training a new 
Club Manager, John explains, “A 

2013 Easter Regatta, aboard 
Gondolf Ahren’s Aragorn, and 
the crew was largely made up of 
PGYC stalwarts, including past 
and future Commodores Jurgen 
Langemeir, Russ Hughes, Mal 
Morrison and John Hyndman. 
Bob joined the Club and almost 
immediately the Board in 2013, 
and was elected Commodore in 
2016.

 Bob emigrated to Australia 
from the UK at the age of 21. It was 
there that he developed his love of 
sailing and diving, skills that he has 
brought to the Club and applied 
to the Club’s advantage, helping 
with the Small Boat Program, 
maintenance of Guinevere II 
and the mooring inspections. 
As Commodore, Bob oversaw 
the finishing of the clubhouse 
extensions, kitchen and F&B 
upgrade and, most importantly, 
the construction of a new, bigger 
and better bar, ably supervised by 
Jurgen Langemeier.

 The most memorable event 
of Bob’s tenure will be the PGYC 
25th Anniversary celebrations at 
this year’s All Souls Regatta at the 
end of October. Preparations are 
well in hand and a record crowd 
and fleet are expected. But Bob’s 
greatest pleasure has been the 
staff and members of the PGYC. 
“We are lucky to have great staff 
who work in harmony. I am very 
proud of them,” Bob says. “One 
of the highlights of my year is 
the beach party where the staff, 
their families and the members 
regularly face off in the Tug-of-
War and Water fights. Note to 
Staff: one day during the tug-of-
war please allow the members to 
have a win!”
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Yorkeys Knob Boating Club
Half Moon Bay Marina

Buckley Street, Yorkeys Knob 
Cairns, Queensland

marina.yorkeysknob.com/boatclub

  
Brunei

Royal Brunei Yacht Club, 
Brunei, Darussalem

  
Guam (U.S.A.)

Marianas Yacht Club
Agana, 96910

www.guam-online.com/myc
 

  
Australia

Darwin Sailing Club
PO Box 117, Parap, NT 0804

www.dwnsail.com.au

  Esperance Bay  Yacht Club
  PO Box 530, Esperance, WA

  http://www.ebyc.com.au

Royal Motor Yacht Club
PO Box 78

Newport Beach, Sydney 2106
www.royalmotor.com.au

Southport Yacht Club
MacArthur Parade, Main Beach

Gold Coast, Queensland
www.southportyachtclub.com.au

  
Hong Kong

Aberdeen Boat Club
20 Shum Wan Road

Aberdeen, Hong Kong
www.abclubhk.com

Discovery Bay Yacht Club
Discovery Bay, Lantau Island

www.dbyc.net

The Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club, Hong  Kong

North Block, 2 Lower Albert
Road, Central
www.fcchk.org

The Hebe Haven Yacht Club
10.5 Miles, Hiram’s Highway
Pak Sha Wan, Sai Kung, NT

www.hhyc.org.hk
 

PGYC Reciprocal Clubs 
For a small, provincial yacht club the Puerto Galera Yacht Club enjoys a rather 
impressive list of reciprocal clubs. In fact, a number of very prestigious and 
much sought after yacht clubs have honoured us with reciprocal agreements, 
and the list keeps growing. We must be doing something right.

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
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Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club
Kellet Island, Causeway Bay

Hong Kong
www.rhkyc.org.hk

  
Malaysia

Royal Selangor Yacht Club
Jalan Shahbandar,
42000 Port Klang,

Selangor Darul Ehsan
www.rsyc.com.my

 

 
 Palau

Royal Belau Yacht Club 
Palau, Micronesia

rbycpalau.blogspot.com

 
Papua New Guinea

Royal Papua Yacht Club
Port Moresby

www.rpyc.com.pg

  
Philippines

Manila Boat Club
2442 Havana Street, Sta Ana, Manila

www.manilaboatclub.com

Manila Club
7th Floor, Corinthian Plaza

Paseo de Roxas, Makati City
www.manilaclub.org

 
 

Manila Elks Club #761
7th Floor, Corinthian Plaza

Paseo de Roxas, Makati City
www.manilaelks.org

 
 

Nomads Sports Club
Merville Park Subdivision,

Parañaque City
www.nomadsportsclub.com

 
 

The Propeller Club Manila
Raha Sulayman Building

108 Benavidez Street, Legaspi Village
Makati City

www.propellerclub.org

Romblon Yacht Club
Romblon

www.romblonyachtclub.com

 

  
Singapore

  

Republic of Singapore Yacht Club
52 West Coast Ferry Road

Singapore 126887
www.rsyc.org.sg

 

One º15 Marina Club
11 Cove Drive, #01-01,

Sentosa Cove, Singapore 098497
 

 

  
United Kingdom

 
 

River Towy Yacht Club
Foreshore, Ferryside, Dyfed, SA17 5SF
members.aol.com/ianandangies/rtyc

 

  
U.S.A.

 
 

Bahia Corinthian Yacht Club
1601 Bayside Drive

Corona del Mar, CA 92625
www.bcyc.org

  

Ballena Bay Yacht Club
1150 Ballena Boulevard

Alameda, CA 94501
www.bbyc.org

 

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••  •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••



PUERTO GALERA YACHT CLUB 25TH ANNIVERSARY 201640

SOCIAL

The party continues...
The Puerto Galera Yacht Club was founded by cruising sailors for cruising 
sailors, and in the long tradition of cruising sailors unless a glass or two are 
raised in remembrance of new friends and old they are soon forgotten...
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Eleno Garcia

Donald Jones

David Socash

Frederik Van Pallant

Gunter Weiter

Antonio Taylor

Bob Hinson

Olaf Tomforde

Riccardo Ferroni

Martin Strutt

They will be remembered

The membership of the Puerto Galera Yacht Club rose quite quickly to 100 plus members in its first few 
years and has pretty much stayed around the 120 plus mark, except for a few dark years during the 
Asian financial crisis in the late 1990s. Not bad for a small club in the boondocks. 

Members come and go just as the visiting yachts do, older members pass on naturally, fondly remembered 
and missed by old friends and family, and others sadly leave us all too soon and before their time.

In the words of one who passed too soon, founding member Fredrick Van Pallant, and his partner, Nina Van 
Pallant….

All - those who passed before their time and those who lived long and fulfilled lives, - are 
remembered and honoured by those who now enjoy their legacy.

Charles Romig

Don Watkins

Carl Broqvist

Ron Milhench

Don Lightner

Harry Taylor

Eduardo Taylor

Richard Drew

Harald Bredow

Hermenegildo Atienza

Bill Voce

Joseph Wandeler

John Martin

Murray Philip Williams

Michel Bigot

John Ridsdel

Robin Wyatt

John A. Martin

Jean Collins

Donna Penman

“Listen to the ocean, echos of a million sea shells forever it’s in motion moving to a 
rythmic and unwritten music that’s played eternally 

The sound of a seagull’s distant cry its wings like parenthathis drawn in the sky and 
two eyed birds clinging like foam to the crest of a wave rolling by 

The silence of noon, the clamor of night the heat of a day when the fish won’t night 
these are the things that remind me of the day that you sailed out of sight

Listen to the ocean, echos of a million sea shells forever it’s in motion moving to a 
rythmic and unwritten music that’s played eternally “

Nina & Frederik, “Listen to the Ocean”, 1961
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